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1. Exhibitions 
 
1.1 Thetford’s Lost Tudor Sculptures (until 27th March 2014) 
The Lost Tudor sculptures exhibition completed its run at the end of March. 
The project succeeded in attracting national and international publicity, in part 
due to the partnership working with the University of Leicester and others.   
 
A significant legacy of the project has been the construction of a new display 
case for the two stone panels from the British Museum and other exhibits on 
loan from English Heritage, which were discovered at Thetford Priory. 
 
1.2 I ♥ Toys and Games  
 

The current exhibition 
features a wide variety 
of toys and games from 
the last hundred years 
or so including a space 
hopper, Rubik’s cube, Dr 
Who figures, 
construction toys, early 
electronic games home 
made toys and board 
games.. Most of the 
items are loans from 
public-spirited members 
of the local community.   
 

The local model railway society have been involved with a working exhibit 
operating for the enjoyment of visitors.  Members of the group set up a 
complicated demonstration on Easter Saturday in the main Hall room of the 
Museum. 
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Exhibition room at Ancient House. 
 
The Museum’s teenage club created an animation working with Norfolk film 
maker Matthew Harrison. And the younger History club members contributed 
a toy time line to the exhibition in a specially constructed and lit linear display 
at ankle level in the bottom of the main exhibitions display case. 
This exhibition has been well received and has had its run extended until the 
end of October. 
 
1.3  Thetford and the First World War 
 

 
 



August sees the opening of the first part of our First World War exhibition.  
This will use graphic panels objects and a figure representing Rifleman 
Newton (who once lived at Ancient House).  Leonard Newton is seen on the 
1901 census for the house as a six year old boy and is later recorded as one 
of the names on the war memorial in the market place having been killed at 
Ypres in 1915.  We have recently discovered that Leonard Newton is featured 
in the Hooge Crater Museum, Ypres with a display of cap badge, ‘dead man’s 
penny’ and caption making the connection with Thetford.  Photography from a 
recent visit by a member of the area museums committee has proved very 
useful for this display. Part two of the exhibition to include the normal 
exhibitions room will be on November 11th after the Armistice Day 
commemoration on the Market Place.  Members of the public and standard 
bearers will walk through the town to be received at the Museum. 
 
Lottery Fund bid success 
The summer exhibition forms part of the town’s commemoration of the 
outbreak of the First World War under the heading of Thetford Remembers 
1914 – 1918.  The Heritage Lottery Fund have approved funding for this town 
commemoration to the tune of £40, 900.  Other funders include the Thetford 
Society, Friends of Thetford Museum and the museums service through the 
Arts Council grant. 
 
The commemorations include events, exhibitions, drama, music, and the 
conservation of the roll of honour from St Cuthberts church dating from 1915.   
 
Museum staff have been working with representatives from Thetford Town 
Council, Dad’s Army Museum, Thetford Library, British Legion, and interested 
private individuals including David Osborne and Wendy Serjeant.   
 
An early event will be a commemoration using drama and music on the 
Market Place on the evening of the 4th August, the 100th anniversary of the 
outbreak of war. 
 
2 Events 
 
2.1  Social Media event 
Ask the Staff: Ancient House  Museum Facebook residency 
In May, museum staff gave our online audiences an A-Z guide to Ancient 
House Museum, its collections, exhibitions and events  programme. Posts 
included surprising and favourite objects from the collections including 
Thomas Paine’s death mask, the beautifully carved stone panel that came 
from the tomb of the Duke of Norfolk in Thetford Priory and the extraordinary 
flint alphabet which took local flint knapper Bill Basham over two years to 
create in the 1920s. The day was a useful way to publicise opportunities for 
the public to get involved such as the Friends of the museum and the various 
popular museum clubs.  The residency was also timed to promote Ancient 
House’s new exhibition I ♥ Toys & Games.   One online visitor gave comment 
for the exhibition: “It's a fine exhibition: not to be missed!” The day generated 
an additional 8 likes for the Ancient House Facebook page. Four of the posts 



received over 200 views with 560 different people viewing the page on the day 
of the residency.  
 
 
2.2 National Launch of ‘Takeover Day’ 
On Saturday 24 May Ancient House 
hosted the national launch for Takeover 
Day in museums, supported by Kids in 
Museums. Teenage History Club 
started the day by running a museum 
tour for invited guests including the 
mayor of Thetford, local councillors, 
Dea Birkett, Director of Kids in 
Museums, Caroline Marcus, Takeover 
Day Manager and Damian Dibben, 
bestselling author of the History 
Keepers series and Kids in Museum 
patron. The teenagers told stories of 
Thetford’s past, helped visitors explore 
the architecture of our Tudor building and ran object handling activities.  
 
Following the tour, Damian Dibben said:  
 
“I thought it was fantastic. I am lost for words. I love the Teenage History Club. 
I love the fact that they are just youngsters who we would not normally expect 
to be doing this sort of thing, forming a group. They are all friends. I just can’t 
stress enough the importance of history. It is not to do with the past, it is about 
the present and the future and the more we keep contact with where we came 
from, the more chance we have in the future..”  
 
After the tour the teenagers  spoke about what they got out of being part of 
Teenage History Club.  
 
Caroline Marcus tweeted  Caroline Marcus @CarolineHMarcus May 24 We're 
getting out there with hands on... We're like a family. Young curators at history 
club. Inspiring and passionate AncientHouseMus 
 



 
 
Teenage tours and activities for National Launch of Takeover Day 
 

 
 
2.3 Family Learning events 
As usual, staff and volunteers at the Museum ran a range of family holiday 
events at February Half Term, Easter, and May Half Term. In April a 
partnership event was held with the Eighth in the East Lottery Funded project 
to run a WW2 family fun day. Visitors could meet a GI, handle real objects 
from the past, make their own Mighty Eighth patch or badge and try out some 



wartime cooking. Other events included ones themed around Toys and 
Games, and Fossils and Dinosaurs event. One visitor commented: “My 
daughter really enjoyed making the pipe cleaner dinosaurs thanks for such a 
lovely event. We came over from Norwich just to attend and wasn't 
disappointed.”  
 
3 Other Work 
3.1 Skills for the Future Heritage Learning Traineeship,  
Tabitha Runacres has started as Heritage Learning Trainee as part of the 
Skills for the Future project. Tabitha is at Ancient House during term time and 
out and about with the Museum Services Fenland Project during the school 
holidays. Tabitha has been experiencing a wide range of learning delivery at 
the Museum including researching and delivering sessions for the after school 
history club, delivering sessions for schools and supporting the teenage 
history club.  
 
 
3.2 House Keeping Teaching Museums Training Day  
On 19 May Sarah Norcross- Robinson and Sue Ketchell ran a housekeeping 
training day for our Teaching Museum and Skills for the Future trainees. The 
day started with some theory and then got hands on. Trainees learnt about 
the vital importance of door mats as the ‘first line of defence’ and learnt to use 
backpack vacuum cleaners. 
 
3.3 Arts Award Training  
How to Embed Arts Award Training 
 

Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer,was invited to speak at an Arts Award 



training event at Salford Museum this month. The event was run by Curious 
Minds which is an Art Council Bridge organisation for the North West. Melissa 
talked about her experience delivering Arts Award in a museum setting and 
showed all the participants how to make an Art Form Spotter Wheel. Steph 
Hawke, who organised the event, said: “Terrific feedback, including from 
our Relationship Manager at Arts Council who really enjoyed the interactivity 
of your presentation. Great work!”  
 
Melissa has also been sharing her experience of delivering Arts Award in a 
museum setting in Norfolk with a range of colleagues, including staff at Time 
and Tide, HEART and by speaking at the Museums Norfolk meeting to 
colleagues from local independent museums.  
 
3.4 Saturday Museum Club 
Ancient House Museum Club started a new year with of activities with a new 
group of children. This is a monthly club run by Karen-Emma White, Museum 
Learning Assistant, and encourages children to engage with the museum and 
the collections. Activities planned for the coming year include a behind the 
scenes tour, finding out about Tudor tombs and trying out some traditional 
crafts.  
 
3.5 Following the Duleep Singh Story 
The Museum’s Duleep Singh connections 
continue to generate national and international 
interest.  Hardip Singh Kohli recorded at Ancient 
House part of a programme due to be aired on 
BBC Radio 4 soon. And Satinder Sartaaj, the 
singer and poet took a break from his sellout 
concerts at the Royal Albert Hall and eight hit 
albums to visit Ancient House. The singing star 
was on a research trip for his first film role—as 
Maharajah Duleep Singh. Filming will begin in 
September for release in 2015. He was 
accompanied by Peter Bance, Sikh historian. 
Museum Staff have also been assisting author 
and broadcaster Anita Anand who is publishing a 
biography of one of Maharajah Duleep Singh’s 
daughters, leading suffragette, Princess Sophia 
Duleep Singh.  
 

Karen-Emma White with Hardip Singh Kohli 
 
4 Friends and Volunteers 
 
4.1 Ancient House Friends 
The Friends Group continues to support the museum through financial 
support (including a recent donation of match funding for the First World War 
project). The programme of afternoon talks at the museum is well attended 
and the committee under new chair Michael Oakes is enthusiastic. 
 



 
4.2   Volunteers 
 
The Museum continues to benefit from the input of volunteers in both event 
work and behind the scenes.  As part of our management of their involvement 
we provide training opportunitie.  A recent example covered the area of 
Creative Writing.John Simpson-Wedge, from Time and Tide Museum, ran a 
creative writing training session for the museum’s volunteer team. John 
helped us create characters from a clock, plan a plot to steal museum objects 
and make a poem from a spice box. All the volunteers went away inspired.  
 
 
5 Visitor Numbers   
 
5.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
6 Resource implications 
 
(a) Finance   None 
(b) Property   None 
(c) Staff    None 
(d) Information Technology None 
 
7 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone 
Curator 
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life 
Tel: 01842 752599  
e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 
 


